. Prior to that, the disciplinc had been in a bad way. Lectures drew few students and, in the eyes of later scholars, many church history studies were too verbose.' By this time, however, the "love for church history studies in our own country" had been re-awakened.f' The time had now come for a work, available to a wider public, covering the history of the Christian church in thc Netherlands, and indeedin the years between 1864 and 1869 -this would ultimately materialize in a two-part work under the editorship of Ter Haar, together with several of his colleagues (professors and clergymen), the number of pages totalling more than 1200. The audience targeted, however, was not particularly broad. In his introduction, Ter Haar wrote that he saw an increased interest in national church history "not only in our higher and more sophisticated classes, but also in our morc bourgeois circles".' It was Ter Haar's hope that there would be a "happy union" of love for religion and love for the fatherland, an aspect that would, in consequence, certainly benefit sales of the book. A number of themes have thus been pin-pointed, all of which are crucially important to a proper understanding of nineteenth-century church history in the Netherlands:
i.e. class consciousness, the idea of a religious-moral education and edification of society (or at least parts of it), and the close link people saw between religion and patriotism. The Netherlands had a special role to play in the development
